India: At a
Glance
Introduction
The Deliver for Good campaign is rooted in the premise that girls and women are key drivers of
sustainable development and powerful agents of change. As the local implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) begins, now is the time to ensure that national
decision-makers consistently prioritize girls and women — whether in health, environment, or
education policies — thereby enabling their potential to impact and improve the economic,
political, and environmental situations of their nations. The Deliver for Good campaign partners
have selected India, Kenya, and Senegal as focus countries to launch locally-led advocacy
campaigns that will keep girls and women at the center of decision-making during the SDG era.
Each Deliver for Good focus country will convene campaign coalitions and deﬁne campaign
priorities that are appropriate to the local policy landscape. Deliver for Good partners will
ensure that the campaign aligns with SDG priorities and perspectives at the country level and
focuses on sparking policy action for girls and women.
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The following is a summary of the current political landscape and country-based civil society
eﬀorts on issues aﬀecting girls and women.

Statistics
Data points that reﬂect the status of girls' and women's health, rights, and wellbeing
Population, female (percentage of total): 48%1
Fertility: 2.4 children/woman2
Maternal mortality rate: 174/100,000 live births3 (modelled estimate)
Contraceptive prevalence, any methods: 53.5%4
Health facilities with minimum infrastructure (electricity, clean water, and improved sanitation): NO DATA
Child marriage: Married by 15: 18.2%, Married by 18: 47.4%5
Is Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting legal, and under what circumstances? Female Genital
Mutilation/Cutting (prevalence): no data oﬃcially reported,6 although it is known to be practiced
among a small community with a population of one million.7 No law speciﬁcally prohibits FGM.8
Are there laws around violence against women, and what are the penalties? Yes, the Protection
of Women from Domestic Violence Act of 2005,9 deﬁnes domestic violence in Indian law,
following international deﬁnitions. However, this is only a civil – not criminal – law. Indian Penal
Code deﬁnes and lays out penalties for various crimes against women,10 although enforcement is
weak.
Female adult literacy rate: 75%11
Women-held registered land titles: <10%12
Females age 15+ with an account at a ﬁnancial institution: 42.6%13
Proportion of national parliamentary seats held by women: 11%14
Use of improved sanitation facilities (overall %): 39.6%15
Government collecting gender disaggregated data? For how long and at what levels? No
robust method for collecting gender-disaggregated data exists, but eﬀorts are underway to
strengthen this collection.16

Political Landscape
India is the largest democracy in the world, with a president as constitutional head of state. India
is made up of 29 states and seven union territories.17 Operating as a sovereign socialist secular
democratic republic with a parliamentary form of government, it is equipped with a Council of
Ministers – headed by the Prime Minister – which serve as advisors to the President. Each state
also has a Council of Ministers who organize to provide advice to the Governor.18 Parliament
comprises the Prime Minister and the two Houses – the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) and the
House of the People (Lok Sabha).19,20 As of the 2017 election, 11% of India’s Members of
Parliament are women,21 and six of the country’s 28 Cabinet Ministers are women,22 as are three
of the country’s 29 governors.23
Freedom House has rated associational and organizational rights in India as 10 out of 12, and its
political pluralism and participation as 14 out of 16, contributing to an average overall Freedom
rating of 2.5 out of 7.24
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However, civil society organizations (CSOs) in India work in an increasingly restrictive environment. According to reports from CIVICUS, the
relationship between India’s government and its CSOs has recently become strained, particularly those working in politics and rights.25
Moreover, while there is a national law providing for CSO registration, state-level bureaucratic procedures,26 tight restrictions on funding
sources,27 and uneven application of reporting requirements28 impede full operations.
India has worked to mainstream the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into key government schemes at the central and state level. The
National Institution for Transforming India (NITI Aayog), a government think tank, has been tasked to oversee SDG implementation and State
coordination, while the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) has the role of mapping the indicators within the national
context.29 30The 2017 National Health Policy explicitly lays out the goal of universal health coverage.31 In its recent Voluntary National Review,
India reported progress on several relevant indicators. The percentage of stunted children has fallen from 48 percent in 2006 to 38.4 percent
in 2016, and the proportion of underweight children decreased from 42.5 percent to 35.7 percent in that same period. Between 2006 and
2016, the proportion of deliveries with skilled birth attendants rose from 38.7 percent to 78.9 percent, and infant mortality dropped from 57
per 1,000 live births to 41 per 1,000 live births. Literacy among women increased from 68.4 percent to 55.1 percent between 2006 and
2016.32

About the Deliver for Good Campaign
Deliver for Good is a global campaign initiated by Women Deliver and partners, that applies a gender lens to the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and promotes 12 critical investments in girls and women to power progress for all. The evidence-based advocacy campaign calls
for enhanced policies, programming, and investments in girls and women. Deliver for Good highlights the ripple eﬀects of investing in girls
and women so decision makers understand the central role that gender equality plays in global development eﬀorts.
With nearly 300 supporters in more than 50 countries, Deliver for Good is mobilizing supporters across sectors and issues areas to redeﬁne
the narrative around girls and women—from the most vulnerable, to agents of change and critical drivers of progress. The campaign is
building a movement to fuel concrete action and implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals at the global and country levels.
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